
moving garbage ; (6) more attention to the subject of ventilation ; (7) a more
effectual plan for limiting the spread of certain zymotic diseases ; and lastly,
by far the most urgent, the establishment of an independent board of health.
It is most certainly to be hoped that the suggestions in this report may be

acted on, and the arduous labor of Dr. Pinkham be in this way in some meas-

ure repaid.

ANNUAL MEDICAL ANNOUNCEMENTS.
We have received a number of catalogues annually circulated at this season

of the year by the faculties of various medical schools, and have examined
them with some interest to discover what improvements, if any, have been
made upon the old methods of instruction. A glance at the New York city
schools shows an unswerving adherence to the old plan, if we may except the
Woman's Medical College, where a modified " graded system " is optional, and
the session extends from October to May. The Michigan University is appar-
ently endeavoring to regain the caste from which it has fallen in its recent
affiliation with the homoeopaths by one or two changes which are undoubtedly
progressive. Instruction will be given during nine months of the year ; a
graded system is provided for those who wish it ; but no examinations are held
until the end of the second year, and it does not appear that they are all to be
in writing. We believe this was one of the first schools in the country to
institute an examination for entrance. We may add that the university gives
a separate course of instruction for women. The Miami Medical College of
Cincinnati has also a similar optional course. The Syracuse University of
New York has, to its honor be it said, adopted the graded system in all its
details as part and parcel of its required course, and the University of Penn-
sylvania has made a long step in advance, adopting also the graded couree, but
it has not yet succeeded in giving its annual term of study the requisite
length. The faculty has, however, among its members some of the most pro-
gressive spirits of the day, and we have no fear but that this school will always
be found amongst those which maintain a high standard of education.
The short term of study has been one of the great evils of the old system.

It permits of freaks in the division of time which no other branch of educa-
tion has attempted. We hear of fall terms beginning the first of August,
summer terms in February, and even of two years being crowded into one.

Many of the circulars we have received contain the " articles of confedera-
tion " of the " Association of American Medical Colleges " (high-sounding
phrases, but alas ! a cloak under which to hide the patches of a worn-out cloth-
ing), which organization was formed in Chicago at the time of the meeting of
the American Medical Association this spring. The code appears intended to
suppress the many irregularities which the old system makes possible. The
association includes many prominent schools, and its existence seems to us
evidence that adherents to the old plan feel the necessity of banding them-
selves together for mutual support. The desertion of the more progressive
element makes them more sensitive to being classified with schools which have
made the system notorious. We see but little benefit to be gained by such a
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body. The future of medical education must be left to the enterprise of each
individual school, which will not fail to respond to slow but surely increasing
demand for a higher standard of education.

MEDICAL NOTES.

—

The following is an extract from a series of resolutions adopted by the
Manufacturing Chemists' Association of the United States, at their meeting,
held in Baltimore, June 6, 1877 : "That the position be taken that manufact-
uring chemists, as producers, having a large amount of capital invested,
employing large numbers of working people, paying the same rate of wages,
the same rates of interest for the use of money, doing business under the same

expenses generally, as other manufacturers ; as taxpayers, more heavily
burdened than most of their fellow-manufacturers, paying annually into the
United States treasury hundreds of thousands of dollars through the tax on

distilled spirits alone ; and as good citizens, have at least as strong claims
upon the government and the people as any other class of manufacturers,
and hence that they have an absolute right to demand that any general policy
of the government, whatever it may be, shall be made to apply to them, as to
all others."

—

The fifth session of the International Congress of Medical Science will
be held at Geneva from the 9th to the 15th September.
It embraces all the departments of medicine, and the following subjects

have been announced in addition to those printed in the Journal of June 7.
Section I., Medicine. President, Dr. Strcehlin ; vice-presidents, Drs. Ducel-

lier, Duval, and Revilliod ; secretaries, MM. Saloz and Vincent. (1.) The
aetiology of typhoid fever, Dr. Bouchard. (2.) Résumé of observations and
works of simple chronic ulcer of the stomach, Dr. Lebert. (3.) Diphtheria,
croup, tracheotomy, Dr. Revilliod. (4.) Universal pharmacopoeia, Professor
Gille, Brussels. Communications announced: (1.) Parasitic affections of the
skin, Dr. Hardy. (2.) Inoculability of various skin affections (ecthyma, im-
petigo, herpes, epidemic pemphigus of the newly-born), Dr. Vidal. (3.) Di-
agnosis of meningitis by the ophthalmoscope, Dr. Bouchut.
Section II., Surgery. President, Dr. Mayor; vice-presidents, Drs. Juillard,

Las Kowstri, and Speiss ; secretaries, Drs. Hilt and Martin. (1.) On artifi-
cial ischemia, Dr. Esmarch, of Kiel. (2.) The influence of traumatism on

pregnancy, and vice versa, Dr. Verneuil. (3.) Treatment of ozaena, Dr. Rouge,
Lausanne. (4.) Galvano-cautery, Dr. Juillard, Geneva. Communications
announced : (1.) The definite results of articular resections, Dr. Oilier, Lyons.
(2.) Penian fistula, Dr. Reverdin, Geneva.
Section III., Midwifery. President, Dr. Gautier ; vice-presidents, Drs.

Badan, Long, and Odier; secretaries, Drs. E. Chenevière and Pilicier. (1.)
On the artificial alimentation of children, Dr. Zweifel, Erlangen. (2.) The
employment of anaesthetics during natural labor, Dr. Piachaud, Geneva. (3.)
On membranous dysmenorrhœa, Dr. Gautier. Communications announced :

(1.) Uterine souffle, Dr. Rapin, Lausanne. (2.) On the law regulating the
growth of children, Dr. Odier, Geneva.
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